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Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce
Waldon Pond Press, 2008

Liam has always felt a bit like he’s stuck between two worlds. This is primarily because he’s a twelve-year-old kid who looks like he’s about thirty. Sometimes it’s not so bad, like when his new principal mistakes him for a teacher on the first day of school or when he convinces a car dealer to let him take a Porsche out on a test drive. But mostly it’s just frustrating, being a kid trapped in an adult world. And so he decides to flip things around. Liam cons his way onto the first spaceship to take civilians into space, a special flight for a group of kids and an adult chaperone, and he is going as the adult chaperone. It’s not long before Liam, along with his friends, is stuck between two worlds again only this time he’s 239,000 miles from home.
Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 

Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2010

Melody is the smartest kid in her school but no one knows it.  Trapped in her body by cerebral palsy, she cannot speak or walk or write.  This compelling story of Melody’s gutsy determination to overcome obstacles will inspire you to become an activist for those around you who are different.

The Defense of Thaddeus A. Ledbetter by John Gosselink
Amulet Books, 2010
 

Thaddeus Ledbetter is a 7th grader who knows all and is not afraid to share his expertise.

He's clever, motivated, and deficient enough in social skills to alienate most of the people in his school.  By January his original [and humorous] exploits have landed Thaddeus, who views himself as a future lawyer, in In-School Suspension for the rest of the year. The format of his defense of these exploits appears similar to that of the Wimpy Kid series, but he's oh-so-much more!  You can learn more about this young man at www.thaddeus-ledbetter.com  

The Smoky Corridor by Chris Grabenstein

Random House, 2010

Zack is about to start at his new school, and his dad, who went there years before, tells Zack the stories of the haunted janitor’s closet, the specter of a dead crossing guard, and the Donnelly brothers, who perished in a suspicious fire. Dad doesn’t know that Zack has already met the Donnellys’ ghosts, who have warned Zack that there is an evil zombie under the school. Zack also learns that while zombies are usually content eating corpses, if they happen to bite someone who isn’t dead, that person also becomes a zombie.  Before midterms, Zack is dealing with two zombies, while trying to protect a friend whose curiosity has put him on the zombies’ menu. 

Closed for the Season by Mary Downing Hahn
Clarion Books, 2009

Moving into a house known as “the murder house,” 13 year-old Logan and his new neighbor, Arthur, investigate a three year old “cold case” which takes them to a run down amusement park where clues finally begin to fit together. Can they solve the murder mystery before the killer adds two more names to his list of victims?
Fish by Gregory Mone

Scholastic, 2010

“Fish” is an Irish lad from a poor farming family with unusual ability to swim. He leaves home to work as a courier for his uncle in the city. When a pirate steals an important package from him, Fish swims after the scoundrel in an attempt to get it back. He becomes a crewmember on the Scurvy Mistress, and finds himself caught up in treasure-seeking adventure with the ship’s captain, while living his day-to-day life trying to a thwart raid-loving, mutinous scoundrel Scab. With the pirates on the ship choosing sides and another ship chasing the same treasure, who can he trust? 

Trash by Andy Mulligan

David Fickling, 2010

Three trash picking teens in a third world country uncover a mistakenly discarded “treasure”.
Riveting mysteries rise to challenge these creatively courageous characters.

Adventure abounds as the teens dig deeper, uncovering political corruption and dodging the pursuing police.  Secret codes lead them to a special person who can help them solve the puzzle and reveal the truth.  Hope for a better future, through perseverance and determination, becomes a real possibility for the three boys……

Half Brother by Kenneth Oppel 

Scholastic, 2010
Ben Tomlin’s 13th birthday is one he will never forget. It’s the day his parents bring home his new “sibling”- a baby chimpanzee. Ben’s parents are research scientists who are conducting an experiment attempting to prove that chimps are capable of intelligent thought and communication. At first, Ben resists the newest member of their family, but as time passes and they learn to communicate through sign language, Ben and Zan connect and form an amazing bond.  But, just like humans, even a baby chimpanzee will eventually grow up. Every action, even loving something, causes a reaction. What will happen when the experiment is over?
Bystander by James Preller
Feiwel and Friends, 2009


In today's schools there is tremendous focus on the problem of bullying.  As a result there are several new books with the bullying theme, but they are written from the vantage points of the bully or the victim.  James Preller's Bystander is written from the viewpoint of an observer to the interactions between the bully and the victims.   The key question asked by the bystander is what do I do about what I know.  Eric needs to figure this out quickly to make things right and he needs to know what the decision will do to his world. 
One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia
Amistad/HarperCollins, 2010

One Crazy Summer is, in fact, one crazy summer. The summer of 1968 was a turbulent time in American history. There was uproar especially in Oakland, CA. where three young girls are sent to become reacquainted with their mother, Cecile. Questions arise about motherhood and who/what make a mother. The girls are sent to a center run by the Black Panther Party, and further questions about revolution and identity are asked. In the end, the motherland is nothing like Disneyland and mom’s cooking is carryout Chinese.
 
 

